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Worth Primary School
English Policy
This document is a statement of the principles, aims and strategies for the teaching of English at Worth Primary School.
Our vision for English at Worth Primary School
At Worth Primary School we have developed a bespoke English curriculum that meets the needs of our small school with mixed year classes. Ensuring that all pupils have access to high quality teaching, pulling on external expert resources, knowledge and skills. At Worth Primary School we believe that Literacy is a fundamental life skill. It develops the children’s ability to listen, speak, read and write for a range of purposes, using language to develop ideas, views and feelings. It enables children to express themselves creatively and imaginatively, as they become enthusiastic and critical readers of stories, poetry and drama, as well as non-fiction and media texts. Children gain an understanding of how language works by looking at its patterns, structures and origins. Children use their knowledge, skills and understanding in speaking and writing across a range of situations.
Statutory requirements
We follow the 2014 National Curriculum for English.
Aims
· To develop pupils’ ability to communicate effectively as speakers, listeners, readers and writers.
· To develop pupils’ understanding of spoken and written language so that they become enthusiastic, responsive and knowledgeable speakers, readers and writers.
· To develop pupils’ listening skills essential to communicate effectively in a range of situations.
· To help pupils understand how language enables them to experience and appreciate their world and the realms of the imagination through all media.
· To help pupils understand the part language plays in enabling them to express their feelings, ideas and experiences and those of others.
· To help pupils understand the function and importance of Standard English.
· To enable all pupils to use the English Language in all areas of the curriculum.
· To monitor and assess the language development of each child and identify any pupils having special educational needs so that barriers to learning can be overcome.
Organisation
Teaching and learning at Worth School is based on the 2014 Primary National Curriculum. Children’s knowledge, skills and understanding in English are developed through studying and analysing a wide range of texts and children are encouraged to use and apply their learning in other areas of the curriculum. In Key Stages 1 and 2 this is achieved as children are actively involved in reading, writing, speaking or listening activities.
The expectation is that children will move through the programmes of study at broadly the same pace. There are children of differing abilities and decisions will be made based on the security of pupils’ understanding and their readiness to progress. Intervention programmes are used when necessary. Teaching Assistants work with individuals or a group within the lessons directed by the teachers. Pupils who grasp concepts quickly are given activities to deepen their understanding.
Curriculum Planning
Long term planning for English is the Programme of Study outlined in the 2014 National Curriculum, which is used to provide a structure for the teaching of English throughout the school. Units of work have been developed to meet the needs of the children at Worth Primary School. The units of work are structured to give a termly overview, which is published on the school website. Teachers decide which objectives will be covered in each term and these inform weekly planning.
Teachers have a clear idea of the knowledge and skills to be taught in the four areas of speaking, listening, reading and writing, which incorporate reading comprehension, composition, handwriting, vocabulary, spelling, punctuation and grammar. A range of genre and texts are selected to ensure children have a rich variety of linguistic experiences. 
Reading and Early reading
At Worth Primary School we believe that all our children can become fluent readers and writers. This is why we teach reading through Read, Write, Inc which is a systematic and synthetic phonics programme. We start teaching phonics in Reception and follow the Read, Write Inc progression, which ensures children build on their growing knowledge of the alphabetic code, mastering phonics to read and spell as they move through school.
As a result, all our children can tackle any unfamiliar words as they read. At Worth Primary School, we also model the application of the alphabetic code through phonics in shared reading and writing, both inside and outside of the phonics lesson and across the curriculum. We have a strong focus on language development for our children because we know that speaking and listening are crucial skills for reading and writing in all subjects.
At Worth Primary School, we value reading as a crucial life skill. By the time children leave us, they read confidently for meaning and regularly enjoy reading for pleasure. Our readers are equipped with the tools to tackle unfamiliar vocabulary. We encourage our children to see themselves as readers for both pleasure and purpose.
Because we believe teaching every child to read is so important, we have a Reading Leader who drives the early reading programme in our school. This person is highly skilled at teaching phonics and reading, and they work as part of our English team, so everyone teaches with fidelity to Read, Write, Inc. Comprehension, fluency and reading for pleasure are furthered as children move into Year 2 to Year 6.
Reading
In school we read everyday within our English lessons. We teach the knowledge, and the skill needs to read following the National Curriculum. Each class will focus on a core text or model text. Each class has an English working wall. On this you will see the focus for the class in the lesson, week or block of learning. At the end of the day all children are read to, using the class core text or chosen book. 
At Worth Primary School, reading is a top priority and is a key driver for our curriculum. Reading enables knowledge and knowledge is power to learn and grow.
Intent - At Worth Primary school we:
· Recognise that being an expert reader is a life skill for every child.​
· Believe that every child can learn to read and to love reading – with the right teaching, encouragement and enriched reading environments.​
· Place reading, and books, at the heart of our curriculum.​
· Invest in staff training and support through Read, Write Inc, The National College and through our academy DEALT, so that all our staff can deliver outstanding provision.​
· Build time for children to read independently (D.E.A.R time), for pleasure, within the school day.​
· Invest in quality resources so that our children can be enthused and inspired.​
· Encourage parental involvement so our school reading culture extends to the home environment (though Sam the Reading Ranger).​
· Have developed a clear and progressive whole school strategy for teaching the knowledge and skills of reading and reading for pleasure.​
To ensure we are teaching reading in its fullest sense we have separated the teaching into three strands:​
Fluency, Comprehension and Enjoyment​
For more information, please click on the document below:
Reading at Worth
Reading progression
Year R reading for pleasure books
Year 1 reading for pleasure books
Year 2 reading for pleasure books
Year 3 reading for pleasure books
Year 4 reading for pleasure books
Year 5 reading for pleasure books
Year 6 reading for pleasure books
Reading at Home
All children are expected to access school reading books. Early Years and Key Stage 1 children use Read, Write Inc as the core reading scheme with additional books used to develop their reading.  Children progress to a banded scheme when their reading ability shows they can thrive on a non-scheme book.  
Children are expected to read at home at least 3 times a week.  If a child does not read at home, time will be made during the school day to complete their reading.
Group/Guided Reading/D.E.A. R time
At Worth Primary School, children have a weekly guided reading session which aims to deepen children’s understanding of text using a wide range of genre. These sessions are mainly adult led group activities with a focus on phonics or comprehension.  This is carried out in D.E.A.R time; drop everything and read. All children have D.E.A.R time, children not with an adult may be reading to an adult on a 1:1 or enjoying a book from our reading from pleasure range or their home reading book. They may also visit the school library or complete online activities on Mirodo which aims to develop different reading skills.  Home reading progression at Worth
Writing
Children are given a wide range of opportunities to write across the curriculum.  In Early Years, children are encouraged to write through play, moving to a more structured approach in Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2.  Writing is considered a process where grammar, punctuation and spelling are integrated in the writing process, ensuring writing is meaningful and enjoyable for children. 
At Worth Primary School we have developed our own writing curriculum. It has developed from the principles of 'Talk for Writing' alongside carefully chosen core texts for the class. However, our focus in writing is to describe, narrate, explain, instruct, give and respond to information and argue.
Fluent writing depends on transcription and composition. Explicit teaching of foundational skills allows pupils to write effectively. Cycles of planning, drafting and revisiting and editing.
Our scheme of work has created by teachers to meet the needs of our children and tailored to our curriculum topics. We run a 2 year rolling program. Within this we can cover all of the National Curriculum objects within a mixed year class.
From year 1 to year 6, children complete a daily dictation task, writing the sentence dictated to them by the teacher. This should include the appropriate level common exception words, learned spelling rules, language and grammar. This can form part of the daily handwriting practice. Children should be given the opportunity to correct any mistakes in purple pen.
Progression, talk for writing
In Key Stage 1, children move through the following stages of writing:
· 1– exploring and talking about the text – model text – learning walls
· 2 – developing a writing tool kit. Basic maps, retelling story, breaking the text down, manipulating the text, shared and guided writing, building the learning wall, feedback and editing work.
· 3 –showing progress across the unit, outcome and editing.
· 4 - building on progression.
Within this SPAG is embedded, developing knowledge and applying within writing.

In Key Stage 2, children follow a clear writing journey with the following stages:
1) A ‘hook’ lesson to enable children to develop their ideas for writing. This includes lots of talk (and fun) and engages the children in their new writing genre.
2) A ‘cold’ task where children have a go at writing in the style of the genre to enable teachers to see what they can already do.
3) A model text and success criteria grid are then given to all pupils which details the key features of the writing genre. They use the success criteria grid to self-assess their cold task and set appropriate targets. Children ‘pull the text apart’ and find examples of each feature in the model text. These two documents will be referred to in every lesson enabling children to ‘absorb’ new vocabulary and be exposed to particular language and sentence structures that they can they reproduce in their own writing.
4) Reading Comprehension based on the model text.
5) Plan for writing. Children are given the opportunity to consider what they will include in their writing within a given clear structure. 
6) Skills lessons. Children will complete a section of their writing every day, with a skill leading the learning. For example: to use imperative verbs. Children will refer to the model text, their plan and take part in a daily shared write to support them with this.
7) Editing and improving. Children use purple pen to edit their work daily following self, peer or adult critique.
8) Final draft. Applying all edits made in their books, children write their final draft on special paper. Neat handwriting and presentation are emphasised.
Handwriting:
Our handwriting scheme intends to take all pupils on a journey to using fluent, speedy and joined handwriting throughout their independent writing. This, in turn, will help to support their composition and spelling. 
Progression for Handwriting
Writing at Worth goes beyond just English lesson. We ensure that writing in all our subjects continues the knowledge and skills taught within English. Reinforcing spelling, punctuation and grammar, as well as handwriting and application of language. 
Linked policies
This policy statement should be read in conjunction with other school policies, in particular:
· Teaching and Learning Policy 
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